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DETAILED ACTION 



Applicant's election without traverse of Fig. 2 species with readable claims 7-16 in the 
reply filed on 1 1-23-2007 is acknowledged. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Suzuki(6,530,519). 

With respect to claim 7, Suzuki teaches the structure of an image forming system as 
claimed comprising a mounting portion 2 in which an expendable 3 or 4 provided with a storage 
means 6 or 7 in which distinguishment information representing whether the expendable is a 
compatible (applicable) product is stored is removably installed, a read out means 8 or 9 which 
reads out the distinguishment information stored in the storage means of the expendable installed 
in the mounting portion, and a control means 5 which controls operation of a predetermined 
object to be controlled operation of which is to be controlled in relation to the expendable on the 
basis of a control information according to the distinguishment information when the 
distinguishment information read out by the read out means represents that the expendable is a 
compatible (applicable) product, whereby the predetermined object to be controlled is caused to 
operate by the control means to form an image on the basis of the control information according 
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to the distinguishment information, wherein the improvement comprises that a control 
information input means(the collating means built into the control means 5) for inputting control 
information of the object to be controlled when the distinguishment information read out from 
the storage means of the expendable by the read out means represents that the expendable is an 
incompatible product is further provided and the control means controls the operation of the 
object to be controlled on the basis of the control information input by the control information 
input means when the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the 
expendable represents that the expendable is an incompatible product. Suzuki teaches when the 
expendable is an inapplicable product, the control unit 5 performs the protecting function for 
preventing use of an inapplicable expendable and , at the same time, automatically adjusts the 
matching parameters for desired functions of the image forming apparatus such that normal 
printing operation can be carried out. See Figs. 1-4, column 6, line 29 through column 7, line 41 
and column 8, lines 40-49 in Suzuki for details. 

Regarding claim 8, Suzuki teaches the control means waits for, when the distinguishment 
information read out from the storage means of the expendable represents that the expendable is 
an incompatible product, input of the control information by the control information input 
means, and then controls operation of the object to be controlled on the basis of the control 
information input after input of the control information by the control information input means. 

Regarding claim 9, Suzuki teaches further comprising a display means 24 which, when 
the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the expendable represents 
that the expendable is an incompatible product, displays an initial control information which has 
been set in advance. 
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Regarding claim 10, Suzuki teaches further comprising a display means 24 which, when 
the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the expendable represents 
that the expendable is an incompatible product, displays an initial control information which has 
been set in advance. 

Regarding claim 11, Suzuki teaches further comprising a display means 24 which, when 
the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the expendable represents 
that the expendable is an incompatible product and at the same time when a control information 
according to the distinguishment information read out can be read out from the storage means, 
displays the control information according to the distinguishment information. 

Regarding claim 12, Suzuki teaches further comprising a display means 24 which, when 
the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the expendable represents 
that the expendable is an incompatible product and at the same time when a control information 
according to the distinguishment information read out can be read out from the storage means, 
displays the control information according to the distinguishment information. 

Regarding claim 13, Suzuki teaches further comprising a display means 24 which displays 
the distinguishment information stored in the storage means. 

Regarding claim 14, Suzuki teaches the control information input means can input only a 
part of a plurality of pieces of control information. 

Regarding claim 15, Suzuki teaches the storage means comprises a memory IC. 

Regarding claim 16, Suzuki teaches the structure of a stencil printer comprising a printing 
drum around which a stencil is wound, a press roller which is pressed against the printing drum, 
a mounting portion 2 in which an ink container 3 which is filled with ink and is provided with a 
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storage means 6 in which distinguishment information representing whether the ink container is 
a compatible (applicable) product is stored is removably installed, a read out means 8 which 
reads out the distinguishment information stored in the storage means of the ink container 
installed in the mounting portion, and a control means 5 which controls operation of the press 
roller on the basis of a control information according to the distinguishment information when 
the distinguishment information read out by the read out means represents that the ink container 
is a compatible product, wherein the improvement comprises that a control information input 
means(the collating means built into the control means 5) for inputting control information of the 
press roller when the distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the ink 
container by the read out means represents that the ink container is an incompatible product is 
further provided and the control means controls the printing pressure of the press roller on the 
basis of the control information input by the control information input means when the 
distinguishment information read out from the storage means of the ink container represents that 
the ink container is an incompatible product. Suzuki teaches adjusting the printing pressure under 
which the press roller presses the printing paper against the ink roller through the stencil master 
according to the viscosity of the ink. That is , the lower the viscosity of the ink is, the lower the 
printing pressure is set and, the higher the viscosity of the ink is, the higher the printing pressure 
is set. See column 8, lines 40-49 in Suzuki. The Examiner notes when the viscosity of the ink in 
the ink container is lower or higher than a predetermined value in Suzuki, the ink and the ink 
container is considered as inapplicable and adjustment of the printing parameters such as printing 
pressure applied by the press roller is carried out in order to enable normal printing operation. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ren LYan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 
Feb. 5, 2008 



